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SHORT MONTHLY OVERVIEW


Healthcare: Health Ministry is trying to settle the debts of hospitals before their transformation and/or privatisation. New system of settling the NHF contracts, based on so called JGP system is to come effective on 01 July. Press was dominated by discussions over the two issues.  Meanwhile deputy health minister Krzysztof Grzegorek resigned amid allegations of corruption dating back to his tenure as the director of district hospital in Skarzysko-Kamienna. Problems in Warsaw units continue. Pharma sector: Supreme Chamber of Control (NIK) criticised in its report the process of restructuring and privatisation of the sector. It is governmental key strategy document that hampers dismantling of the PHF holding and independent privatisation of the three Polfas, reads the report.

National Press Front Line Stories 

healthcare system and reforms

02/06 – Health Ministry's draft assumes splitting the NHF into several regional units with headquarters in Poland's six biggest cities. In 2012 private competition for the Fund is to be allowed. NHF's split will be assisted by introduction of additional health insurance premiums.  GP2,12(art); Marek Balicki (SdPL) claims the implementation of JGP, the new settlement scheme, in such a short scheduled time is impossible as details are still unknown to doctors and hospitals' financial departments. TR5(art); Solidarity unionists are outraged as Zbigniewa Nowodworska, who has ties with the ruling Civic Platform, has been appointed head of Wielkopolskie branch of NHF. They say the Fund has violated the procedures by dismissing Irena Blonska – Ms Nowodworska's predecessor. According to the unionists, Ms Nowodworska's qualifications are insufficient for the post. RZP-A6(art); NHF's head is not allowed to make decisions on patients' access to expensive drugs and therapies as the law clearly states these are within Health Ministry's powers – claims the Ombudsman. RZP-C1(art); PM Donald Tusk dismissed allegations of disagreement between Health Ministry, Finance Ministry and himself, saying there is simply a “discussion”. DK-W2(art);

03/06 – The plan to split the NHF is to become effective in January 2009. From 2010 patients will be allowed to choose where they wish to be insured and finally in 2012 private competitors will be let into the sector. RZP-A8(art); Konstanty Radziwill, head of General Medical Chamber, argued yesterday there should be fees for healthcare services. Boleslaw Piecha, PiS MP and former deputy health minister, disagreed. GP13(not); Poland's consecutive governments lack initiative and expertise necessary to implement effective healthcare reforms, say experts. GP13(not); Physiotherapists and masseurs will not be allowed to provide their services if unregistered. RZP-C5(art); Ombudsman's report shows that a considerable proportion of children have no access to  healthcare and schools are the places where serious accidents involving children happen. DK10(art); Staying on the alert (at home?) to provide assistance to patients in emergency does not infringe doctors' rights for rest (therefore should be pay-free). GP14(art);

04/06 – Jacek Domejko, head of Swidnica hospital (Dolnoslaskie region) is to replace dismissed Krzysztof Grzegorek. The unit managed by Domejko enjoys the opinion of the best hospital in the region and has applied for international anti-corruption certificate. Doctors' salaries in the unit average at 6,000 PLN gross. Krystyna Skowronska, a Civic Platform MP, is named as likely to become another deputy health minister. RZP-A4(art); Health Ministry is scrapping the projects conceived by former ministers  on the basket of guaranteed treatments (thus abandoning Mr Religa's version of the basket). Without the basket, further work on additional health insurance cannot continue. RZP-A7(art); OZZL has asked former president Lech Walesa for help in negotiations with the government over improving the situation of healthcare employees. Mr Walesa has declined the request. GP17(not); Andrzej Sosnierz, former NHF head and a PiS MP, agrees breaking NHF's monopoly will be beneficial for patients. PL15(art); Feminists call on health minister Ewa Kopacz to refund contraceptives and come up with a programme of handing out free condoms. DK6(art);

05/06 – Plans of restructuring hospital debts will not be presented this week due to lack of agreement between the ministries of health and finance. Obligatory transformation of hospitals into limited companies is expected to guarantee effective moving out from the red. GW4(art); Health Ministry is to present today a new concept of the basket of guaranteed treatments, different from what has been expected by most experts. It is to be constructed upon the JPG (Homogeneous Patients Groups, the new system of cost settlements with the NHF), and the procedures will be grouped according to international ICD9 and ICD10 systems. The Fund will continue, however, to cover the cost of currently refunded treatments. What is missing is a list of partially refundable procedures. GP2,13(art); Polish Medical Air Rescue will be equipped with Eurocopter's machines. DK7(art); Ministry of Finance plans to introduce obligatory cash registers in doctors' surgeries. Jacek Rostowski, the finance minister, is to make the decision this week.  RZP-C1(art);

06/06 – Health minister Ewa Kopacz put forward yesterday her concept of the basket of guaranteed treatments. All the procedures that currently enjoy reimbursement, including basic and specialist treatments as well as hospitalisation, will be included. The number of non-refundable hospital treatments is to increase from 50 to about 300. GP14(art); Hospitals fear the imminent change of the system of settlements with the NHF, scheduled for July 1. Hospital directors alarm the system is not ready for implementation and the Fund itself does not really know how to apply it. Doctors will find it virtually impossible to learn over a thousand codes used in assigning patient groups in just three weeks.  PL19(art); Polish regulations on clinical trials are as tough as those across the EU. However, only one person is responsible for overseeing some 400 trials run in the country. GP12(not);

09/06 – Health premium is to grow to 10% in 2010, which would cost businesses additional 300 PLN per year. It will stay tax-deductible only in 7.75% and it will bring additional 5 bn PLN to the NHF. GP15(art); The government wants to grant public help to debt-laden hospitals and surgeries (1,600 units in total) by annulling 2.7 bn PLN of their debt towards the state (which is almost a third of their total debt). The state would also suspend the income tax and grant preferential new credits or guarantees. The programme was jointly announced by the minister of finances and the minister of health and has the approval of PM Donald Tusk. The move is closely linked with compulsory commercialisation of public ZOZ clinics and their takeover by local authorities. Income-tax vacations would last up to 2 years. GP16(art); President of National Association of Non-Public Hospitals, A. Sokolowski says that mere transformation of public hospitals into companies will not solve the problems of the healthcare. Members of the association are not too keen to take over public hospitals – investing in a new, debt-free unit is easier and less expensive than bringing 30-40 years old hospitals in line with modern standards. PB4(art); Head of Poland's biggest bank of bone marrow, U. Jaworska blames the govnt for neglecting the problems of the banks and leukaemia patients. PL11(art);

10/06 –  Health Ministry has reached an agreement with the Ministry of Finances over annulling the debts of the hospitals towards the state. GP14(art); Directors of hospitals say that the new valuation of medical procedures will discourage investors. Some of the procedures are priced at cost from many years ago. Some of the units would get now less money than before. Private eye clinics are among the biggest losers. PKT14(art); Comments by Prof. J. Leszczyszyn, CEO of chain of hospitals EMC Instytut Medyczny, who says his group is not interested to invest in privatised public hospitals. PL13(art); Ombudsman Janusz Kochanowski says that extra fees being charged by the hospitals for special services related to childbirth (anesthesiology, family childbirth or labouring in  water) are illegal and represent the so called “savage privatisation”. DK5(art); Trade union of Medical Electro-radiology Technicians decided to open a legal dispute with the govnt, following a parliamentary project of law amendments that would officially extend working time of the technicians from 5 to 7,35 hours a day. GP13(not); 

11/06 – Debt of the regional authorities and of ZOZ clinics owned by local councils keeps rising. In 2001-05  liabilities rose 2.1 bn PLN to a total of 5.8 bn PLN. In the last two years the debt fell down to 4.9 bn PLN but that was a short-term improvement bearing in mind recent pay-rises and shortened work-time in the healthcare, say experts. Some 50% of the debt are liabilities toward the state or public financial institutions. High debts in the healthcare pose threat to local councils, as in case of a bankruptcy of the healthcare unit local authorities would become responsible for the debts. PKT15(art);  Ewa Kopacz will not present yet any project of debt restructuring law but only its basic principles. Now, also the PO party MPs start criticising the minister. DK4(art); NHF is to be split into six separate units located in Warszawa, Gdansk, Wroclaw, Krakow, Katowice and Poznan. RZP-A4(art); Przemys³aw Gosiewski, leader of the PiS party parliamentary club, has said the possible vote of censure for minister E. Kopacz depends on the healthcare debate to take place early July. GP14(not);

12/06 – Within the new JGP-based system of contracts with the NHF, all the healthcare procedures are grouped into 462 titles. The system will increase financing of hospitals by 12%, says head of the NHF Jaroslaw Paszkiewicz. It will be possible thanks to Fund's last year financial surplus. Collection of current health premiums is also better than expected. Hospitals will get additional 2.8 bn PLN. Value of the so called settlement-point is to rise to  48 PLN. NHF will not make new tenders despite these big changes in the system. GW6(art); Health Ministry wants the old prescription forms to remain valid until the end of October (along with the new forms coming in force in July). Respective regulation is already prepared. GP14(not); The government approved yesterday the principles of public help for healthcare units.  Debts with public institutions like FUS, PFRON or the Labour Fund (2.7 bn PLN in total) are to be annulled. GW9(not); Hospital directors keep reservations over the governmental plans of debt restructuring. Interview with M. Wojcik – expert from the Union of Polish Districts (powiat) who says that 10 bn PLN in new credits for local authorities would be better than 3 bn PLN for direct debt repayment. RZP-A10(art); Special team was to set standards for the care of pregnant women and their labouring. As it goes, future mothers do not know what they should get for free, while hospitals invent their own extra fees. The team does not work as the Ministry is not financing it.  DK7(art);

13/06 – Health Ministry is still holding talks with the Ministry of Finance over hospitals' debts.  Health ministry wants all the hospitals converted into companies to enjoy 2 years income tax holiday. Directors of the most indebted hospitals would prefer new credits rather then repayment of  their debts. RZP-A6(art); Industrial Development Agency (ARP) is to work out a strategy for restructuring and transformation of debt-laden hospitals, said health minister Ewa Kopacz. ARP is to audit the units, prepare repair programmes and make recommendations for preferential credits to be granted by the state. GP12(not);

14/06 – Pregnant women have the right to run medical tests during working hours without losing pay. RZP-C6(art);

16/06 – Health Minister E. Kopacz has stressed her mission and determination in healthcare reforms. PB3(not); A report by Z. Derdziuk, head of the Ministers' Council Committee, says the health minister is along with the culture minister the worst performing official of Mr Tusk’s govnt. DK5(art);

17/06 – NHF has presented list of conditions that hospitals have to meet in order to be able to sign a contract. Some of the requirements have caused a lot of controversy – e.g. the Fund wants the number of beds in the emergency wards to make up at least 2% of the hospitals' overall capacity. Hospital directors hope the NHF will resign from the proposed requirements. RZP-A10(art); Eight out of fifteen district hospitals in Kujawsko-pomorskie region were transformed into limited companies and their debts incurred before the transformation were paid by local authorities. Heads of counties (districts) that used to run the units resent the governmental plan to deal with debts of healthcare units. GP15(not);

18/06 – Only hospitals with ERs capable of working round the clock will be granted reimbursement of procedures. Out of Poland's 150 emergency wards, only 110 meet the requirements, i.e. operate 24 hours a day and are properly equipped and manned. NHF also wants to exercise tighter control of spending by the ERs as it turned out that patients are often doubled in statistics provided by hospitals, where they appear as admitted to both the ER and the hospital as such. RZP-A10(art); OZZL trade union has said in a statement that it is the PM and the entire government who are responsible for the healthcare reform. The doctors have renewed their demands for cost-sharing by patients in case of some procedures. TR5(not); 

19/06 – NHF will be split into 6 funds in 2010. GP14(not); Health minister has said 254 mln PLN, left from the programme of restructuring hospital debts, will be assigned for bonuses awarded for debt-free units.  PKT13(art); NHF has announced that hospitals which correctly settle the costs in the new JGP-based system , can be awarded with extra funds in the second half of the year. GP14(not); Przemyslaw Gosiewski, head of PiS parliamentary club, has warned his party will consider vote of censure against the health minister unless Sejm debates on the healthcare in July. RZP-A9(not);

20/06 – Voices calling for dismissal of Ewa Kopacz begin to be heard among Civic Platform MPs. The health minister is criticised for incompetence, making unrealistic promises and organisational chaos in the ministry.  TR3(art);

21/06 – Rumours grow louder that Ewa Kopacz could be replaced by former head of NHF J. Miller. RZP-A3(art);

23/06 – Polish nurses who earned their bachelor's degree or received complementary education after 1 May 2004 can freely apply for a job in the EU – under the agreement, nurses' diplomas will be recognised in the bloc's member states. PL3(art); Victims of  medicines’ side effects  will be able to sue pharma business collectively – as a result of legal changes. Even hundreds of people could claim damages in one trial. If the case is won, each person will be paid the same amount of damages. Inthe US, patients who had suffered from Vioxx have  reached an off-court agreement and received a total of 4.85 bn $ in damages after suing the drugmaker collectively . GP18(art);

24/06 – Health Ministry has overlooked its regulations on the standards for medical premises and equipment in private medical sector, dated 9 March 2000. Nobody knows now whether the law came to force or not. Meanwhile doctors who fail to comply with the requirements might lose the right to run private surgery. RZP-C4(art); Authorities of Swidnica county (Dolnoslaskie region) and Latawiec hospital warn that the current system of financing healthcare makes any potential profits in the sector virtually impossible.  NHF did not pay 6 mln PLN for over-the-limit treatments that the patients could not have been denied. Head of the county claims the NHF is an unreliable partner and hospitals have regressed since the end of 2007. . PKT14(art);

25/06 – MPs resume their work on the draft regulating transformation of hospitals. Tripartite commission discussed changes to the regulations yesterday – representatives of OPZZ, OZZPiP and OZZL trade unions abandoned the talks. It remains to be seen whether all hospitals already transformed into limited companies will enjoy 2-year income tax holiday. RZP-A9(art); Talks between nurses and the government will continue until the end of the year. Nurses demand plan for gradual pay rises for themselves and midwives effective from 2009, as well as setting minimum employment and professional skills norms. TR3(art); Government's right to shape the list of occupational diseases and decide on the procedure of diagnosing them in unconstitutional, ruled the Constitution Tribunal. RZP-DF3(art);

26/06 – Civic Platform MPs have proposed first changes to the draft on transforming hospitals, but representatives of the trade unions and head of the Supreme Medical Council left the meeting. GP(not); NHF head Jacek Paszkiewicz dismissed yesterday Mr Marek Wojtowicz, acting head of the Fund's Mazowsze regional branch. Quoting unofficial sources, Polska daily claims the dismissal is rooted in personal animosities between the two officials. The new head is to be appointed in two weeks – until then the post will be temporarily held by Barbara Misinska. ZW3(art); Doctors alarm the JGP-based scheme will limit the number of diagnostic procedures and cause problems with diagnoses themselves. ZW1(art);

27/06 –  In a letter to the Speaker of parliament, the most prominent trade unions complained the health subcommittee meetings are run in an autocratic fashion and limiting their rights. Opposition PiS and the left withdrew their representatives from the subcommittee dealing with hospitals’ transformation.  RZP-A4(art); Health ministry is backtracking on its earlier promises of 11,000 PLN salaries for all doctors in 2010. According to deputy health minister A. Fronczak, the government cannot impose compulsory levels of salaries. DK7(art); NIK has reviewed Health Ministry's 2007 spending. The report points to inflated spending on company cars and unjustified financing of travels for non-employees. GP13(art);

28/06 – Doctors and hospital managers know little on how to use the JGP system – NHF is running respective training courses and lectures for them. ZW4(art); Health Minister has signed the contract for 23 new Air Rescue helicopters. RZP-A7(not);

30/06 – JGP scheme, based on diagnosis rather than procedures, comes into effect tomorrow. Computer will assign a patient to one of 470 homogenous patient groups and calculate the cost of his/hers treatment. The JGP scheme has been modelled on a British system. Units which would succeed in making impeccable settlements will be rewarded.  GW5(art); Opposition MPs quit the subcommittee working on the draft reforming ZOZ units amid complaints on the way the committee is managed. Ludwik Dorn (PiS) and Marek Balicki (SdPLt) are two prominent officials who have quit. GP16(not); Doctors are obliged to inform patients about their condition and refer them for respective examination if suspecting a disease. If not able to provide such referral, doctors are required to inform the patients where they can get one – otherwise they violate patients’ rights. GP26(art);

Polish pharma  and medical market 

03/06 – Pharma groups keep fighting parallel imports in Europe and Poland, where the practice makes up mere 0.4% of the market (68 mln PLN of sales in 2007). A recent media campaign attempts to picture parallel imports as yet another threat next to online drugs sales. But the  importers must conform to the same restrictive rules that bind distributors. Representatives of Parallel Importers' Association claim that, even with the reimbursement granted, their revenues would not rise significantly. Drugmakers on one hand fight parallel imports, but on the other are not interested in levelling the prices across the EU. PKT7(art);

04/06 – IMS Health analysts suggest that pharmacists should change their current model of running their outlets by catering to the needs of clients (who seek OTC drugs) and keeping the business open 7 days a week. In 2007 OTC market grew by 15,5%. It has been advised to invest in separate counters for OTC drugs and dermatology cosmetics, as well as to improve the advisory role of pharmacies. Annual sales of OTC drugs in the most vibrant outlets reach 2.5 mln PLN. GP5(art);

12/06 – Supreme Chamber of Control (NIK) have published a report on restructuring and privatisation of the Polish pharma sector. Government's document “Strategy for the pharma industry 2005” remains key obstacle for fast dismantling of the PHF holding and separate privatisation of the three Polfas. Failure of the consolidation results from delays or lack of action by the State Treasury. Also the concept of creating the holding itself was doubtful and unclear from the very beginning. PKT9(art);

23/06 – Medical services sector offers big money and awaits consolidation. The MID Europa's group, now combining recently added LIM as well as Lux-Med and Medycyna Rodzinna, has taken a strong lead, overtaking Medicover in terms of revenues, the number of outlets and clients. It plans no further acquisitions. PB4(art);

pharmaceutical law

17/06 – Drug advertisements must not provide misleading and inaccurate information, reads the ruling by Regional Administrative Court in Warsaw, thus finding US Pharmacia guilty of breaching the regulations with the advertisement of its Stoperan drug. RZP-C1(art);

21/06 – Prescription is invalid if the doctor fails to put in the patient's PESEL number. A pharmacist has no right to complete/correct the prescription form. ZW6(art);

26/06 – Owners of e-pharmacies are required to keep electronic records of the orders and reception notes for the period of three years. GP-C4(art);

30/06 – Supreme Administrative Court has ruled that price promotions encouraging purchases in a particular outlet are also a form of advertising. The ruling has settled the case of a pharmacy in Bialystok – GIF regulator ordered it to cease the advertising practice, but lost the case in Warsaw's Administrative Court. With the recent decision, GIF has emerged as  winner in the battle. RZP-C3(art);

reimbursement list

17/06 – Drugs from parallel imports are to be added to the reimbursement list on July 1. Akineton, a Parkinson's treatment, will be 24% less expensive than the drug currently available in pharmacies, while the price of Sumamed (antibiotic) will be 33% lower. Lescol (hyperacidity) and Pregnyl (infertility) are to be available at lower prices, too. PL17(art);
other

02/06 – HOSPITALS' problems – patients' problems. Gynaecology and maternity ward of Warsaw's Solec hospital might be closed down in early June. GP12(not); City Hall in Warsaw is working on a grand reforming scheme supposed to address problems in the capital's healthcare. No details have been revealed. ZW4(art);  03/06 –  Expansion of Praski Hospital has been suspended as the construction company did not receive any payment from Warsaw authorities. PL25(not); 04/06 – Lodz is suffering from shortages of haemophilia treatments. Coagulation factor cannot be obtained in pharmacies and patients receive it directly from doctors. GW3(art); 05/06 –  Euromedics, refused by Praski Hospital the premisses to run dialysis station, has asked Warsaw's deputy mayor Jaroslaw Kochaniak for mediation. If the station is closed, a new place must be found for its 75 patients. GWStoleczna7(art); 06/06 – Patients in dental surgery in Warsaw's neighbourhood of Goclaw must pay for the services as the unit has run out of funds assigned for treating adults. In a few days, the contract for children will expire too. ZW7(art); 11/06 – Halted expansion of Warsaw's Praski Hospital – City Hall refuses to pay the contractors. Interests alone add 4,000 PLN per day to the bill. TR8(art); 12/06 – Maternity ward in Warsaw's Solec Hospital could stop functioning next week followed by the Cardiology ward. More doctors resign. ZW7(not); Warsaw keeps short of beds in maternity wards. PL23(art); 14/06 – The ward (Solec) will reduce admissions next week. The unit keeps functioning without a manager. GWStoleczna5(art); Hospitals in Warsaw call off planned surgeries because of shortage of blood. PL27(art);  16/06 – Praski Hospital will receive 21 mln PLN from the City Hall to resume its expansion work. But 3.7 mln PLN of 2007 debt to the contractors remains unpaid. ZW6(art); 17/06 – Gynaecology and maternity ward of Warsaw's Solec Hospital is to stop admissions of patients with pregnancy pathologies on June 18.  DKWarszawaIII(art); Neither Warsaw City Hall nor Praski Hospital's management know how to pay for construction works made in 2007 – nearly 4 mln PLN is owed to the construction company. GWStoleczna6(art); 18/06 – Ewa Miklaszewska become the director of Warsaw's Solec Hospital – the units debts reach 50 mln PLN. GWStoleczna6(art); 20/06 – MSWiA hospital at Woloska street in Warsaw has lost its liquidity – employees are paid in instalments. Since the arrest of Miroslaw G, profitable heart transplants have been virtually suspended, grinding heart surgery to a halt. GWStoleczna6(art); 21/06 – Residents of Ladek Zdroj and Ustronie Slaskie defend the local hospital which is to close by the end of 2008 due to lack of 2-3 mln PLN for essential upgrading and fulfilling the new sanitary standards. PL6(art); 23/06 – Solec Hospital suspends admission of women for delivery tomorrow. Situation in orthopaedic and cardiology wards is also deteriorating.  ZW7(art); 24/06 – Maternity ward of the hospital has not been eventually closed down, but there is hardly anyone to attend the women – only deputy head of the ward and a doctor working part-time.  DKWarszawaIII(art); The hospital in Cracow's Prokocim could treat more children with heart diseases if it had more beds and equipment. PL7(art); 25/06 – A new deadline for closure of Solec Hospital's maternity ward has been set.  GWStoleczna4(art); Only the luckiest will be admitted to Warsaw hospitals during the holiday season as the services will be limited.  ZW1(art); 26/06 – Polish Medical Air Rescue often fails to deliver patients to hospitals in time as 80 units in Poland do not provide landing sites capable of admitting helicopters after dark. DK8(art); Patients of Pabianice hospital (Lodzkie region) are facing evacuation as bailiff has blocked bank accounts of the debt-saddled unit. DK8(art); 27/06 – Gynaecology and maternity ward of Solec Hospital might be evacuated tomorrow.  Deputy head of the ward resigned yesterday - head of the ward is on a sick leave. GWStoleczna6(art); 28/06 – The ward suspended admissions yesterday. TR5(art); Doctors form the St. Sophia hospital are said to go delegated to work in the Solec unit. ZW3(art); Warsaw may run short of beds for labouring women. DKWarszawaIII(art); Pabianice hospital is running short of drugs, dressings and equipment. DK6(not); 30/06 – Czerniakowski Hospital (Warsaw) is struggling to have its own CT scanner worth some 2.5 mln PLN – the purchase would eliminate the cost of using a private device.  PL20(art); (20 days, 41 reports, the last on 30/06)

02/06 – IVF treatments. A debate in The Netherlands around the ethics of genetic tests of foetuses used in the IVF. Currently a couple deciding for the treatment might require a test to check whether the child will not be affected by severe genetic diseases and the question is whether the measure should be taken a step further by testing susceptibility to conditions like breast or bowel cancer. If agreed, it would be up to the parents to accept or refuse such a foetus. RZP-A14(art); 04/06 – The bioethics panel is to meet tomorrow to propose its suggestions of IVF regulations to the prime minister. DK4(art); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 04/06)

03/06 – CORRUPTION. Deputy health minister Krzysztof Grzegorek resigned yesterday amid allegations of corruption. TVN station has reported Mr Grzegorek accepted a 20,000 PLN bribe when he was head of maternity ward in district hospital of Skarzysko-Kamienna (Swietokrzyskie region). Mr Grzegorek, who denies any wrongdoing, supposedly accepted the bribe from Johnson&Johnson in return for favourable decision in a tender for medical equipment. DK5(art); District Court in Bialystok has postponed the appellation by local heart surgeon Tomasz Himle, sentenced in 2007 for corruption to 8 months of imprisonment, suspended for 2 years. TR4(art); 04/06 – Health minister Ewa Kopacz believes in Mr Grzegorek's innocence. However, e-mails exchanged between Johnson&Johnson's employees found by the prosecution provide substantial support for the accusation. Two more MPs from the coalition PSL party might lose their immunity to face similar charges. A large-scale investigation, started during the tenure of Zbigniew Ziobro as the minister of justice, has covered some 100 hospitals. Mr Ziobro claims that virtually all pharma and medical equipment groups were involved in corrupting procedures. RZP-A1(art); 05/06 – Mr Grzegorek has been suspended as a member of Civic Platform's parliamentary club.  PL7(art); Names of two PSL MPs – Stanislaw Witaszczyk and Stanislaw Olas – appear in a subplot of the corruption affair. ZW7(art); Interview with Dr G. Lubinski, an expert from Batory Foundation, on corruption in the healthcare. PL7(art); 09/06 – Prosecution in Radom have charged director of Skarzysko-Kamienna Hospital – Tadeusz J. with facilitating corruption. TR4(art); 11/06 – Patients will be able to recognise doctors who take no bribes by a special badge he/she will wear or a plate on her/his door. GWStoleczna3(art); 16/06 – PiS plans to attack the Civic Platform using the case of former health vice-minister Krzysztof Grzegorek by asking how it was possible that Ewa Kopacz did not know about the allegations and legal procedures concerning her deputy. DK7(art); 19/06 – CBA arrested yesterday a renowned oncologist, Prof. Andrzej Sz. from Warsaw's Oncology Centre. Cameras hidden in his office captured the professor accepting bribes from patients and their relatives in return for admitting to the hospital without a queue. The bribes ranged from 500 to 1000 PLN each. DK3(art); (7 days, 24 reports, the last on 19/06)

03/06 – THE LFO blood plasma plant affair. Deadline for the inquiry into the case of Zygmunt N., the main suspect in the affair of never-completed construction of the LFO blood plasma plant, has been extended until September 30. PB9(not); 11/06 – Court has extended until mid-September the arrest of Zygmunt N. The former CEO of the plant faces nine charges. PB7(not); 25/06 – Halina Wasilewska-Trenkner, member of the Monetary Policy Council and former deputy minister of finance, has been accused of negligence in the affair. PKT10(art); (3 days, 6 reports, the last on 25/06)

03/06 – HIV / AIDS. Only a third of HIV carriers in developing world have access to antiretroviral therapy according to a UN report. RZP-A21(not); 21/06 – Experts alarm that the number of HIV tests run in Poland is so low that it is impossible to tell the scale of AIDS in the country. RZP-A7(art); 27/06 – HIV/AIDS epidemic in Africa is the cause of the biggest ever social crisis on the continent and should be given attention equal to that of famine or flood disasters – reads a joint report by the Red Cross and Red Crescent. RZP-A21(art); (5 days, 7 reports, the last on 30/06)

04/06 – THE HEALTHCARE strikes. Robert Szulc, head of medical rescuers' unions, said yesterday the government showed no interest in the dialogue with the unionists and their demands and warned the rescuers would go on strike unless the government addresses their expectations. GP17(not); 18/06 – Trade Union of Medical Rescuers has decided to begin a strike to demand early retirement and a bill that would guarantee a pay rise. TR5(art); Nurses from all over the country will gather in Warsaw tomorrow to celebrate the anniversary of creating “white town” last year. Nurses warn that protests in front of PM's office might be repeated. DK5(art); 20/06 – Health Ministry assured it is open to dialogue and the postulates of the medical rescue union.  Their demands include dismissal of Ewa Kopacz. In the first stage of the protest, flags will be displayed and information leaflets will be handed out. GP13(not); 24/06 – Nurses have suspended their protest as talks with Health Ministry about their demands have begun. GW5(art);  26/06 – National Trade Union of Rescue Services have joined the protest of medical rescuers. TR4(art); Medical rescuers from Lodz have joined the strike, too. RZP-A8(not); From July 1 on, it might take even a few hours of waiting before an ambulance arrives. The unionists demand 100% rise of salaries – currently their net monthly earnings range 1400-1800. PL5(art); (6 days, 18 reports, the last on 26/06)

04/06 – PHARMA market worldwide. The global market of generic drugs is estimated at nearly 70 bn $. Four companies joined last year the group of  sector's billionaires. Three of the groups joining the league of 16 top makers – Gedeon Richter, Krka and Zentiva – are from Central and Eastern Europe. The fourth growing player is Cipla of India. Polish brands are way behind despite the fact that generics make up 90% of local drug production. Most Polish companies have been merged into foreign businesses – Polfa Kutno was taken over by Teva, Pliva Krakow is a part of Barr, while Polpharma merged with Gedeon Richter. The three remaining state-owned Polfas control mere 4% of the Polish market, which makes the figure totally negligible in global terms. RZP-B6(art);

05/06 – ABORTION. Right-wing MEPs have supported proposed tightening of Lithuanian antiabortion law. RZP-A13(art); 06/06 – Several famous people have addressed the government to support imposing moratorium on abortion at UN forum. RZP-A7(art); 13/06 – Doctors are obliged to make pre-natal tests even in late pregnancy when abortion is no longer possible. RZP-C1(art); 18/06 – Joanna Senyszyn, a left wing MP (SLD party) is working on a draft legalising abortion within first 12 months of pregnancy and obliging doctors who refuse to make an abortion to direct the patient to another specialist. DK6(art); 19/06 – The end of scandal around the 14-years-old pregnant girl – abortion has been carried out with the prosecution's consent. GW6(art); 20/06 – Majority of the public opinion in 17 out of 18 world's largest countries (incl. the US, China and Russia) do not consider abortion to be a crime and refuse penalty as a measure of preventing it. TR6(art); A poll by CBOS institute shows that 66% of Poles think the authorities should not interfere with abortion and leave it to the conscience of the people involved. TR3(art); (6 days, 13 reports, the last on 20/06)

09/06 – DOCTORS' work time and pay demands. Interview with Prof. W. Sanetra, head of The Chamber of Labour, Social Security and Public Affairs of the Supreme Court, in which he comments on recent hearings, where doctors were losing lawsuits demanding pay for their overtime. Also about vital question – are doctors entitled to both free time and pay for their overtime accumulated in previous years? RZP-C4(art); 10/06 – European Union plans to cut work-time in medical profession even more as the EU countries labour ministers were close yesterday to adopt a joint stand on work-time standards. DK5(art); National Trade Union of Doctors has asked again former President Lech Walesa to mediate in talks with the govnt over the pay scheme. DK6(art); 11/06 – EU has reached an agreement for its directive on work-time of doctors, adopting scheme proposed by Poland and the UK. Work-time can be extended beyond the standard 48 hours a week. Spain, France and Belgium were opposing these views. Respective regulations will be tightened allowing to work only up to 65 hours (instead of the 78 hours a week allowed by now). Also the doctors will have individually to express consent for a longer work-time. Head of OZZL trade union Krzysztof Bukiel says the proposals are acceptable for doctors.  RZP-A4(art); 24/06 – OZZL trade union has taken regulations on doctors' time on duty to the Supreme Court. GP12(not); RZP-C4(art); 25/06 – The doctors claim the regulations forcing them to work 48 hours a week violate the constitution. RZP-C5(art); (5 days, 7 reports, the last on 25/06)

09/06 – PRIVATISATION in the healthcare and the private sector. Members of Association of Non-Public Hospitals are not too keen to take over public hospitals – investing in a new, debt-free unit is easier and less expensive than bringing 30-40 years old hospitals in line with modern standards. Annual spending on public and private healthcare in Poland is estimated at 60-80 bn PLN. PB4(art);  12/06 – As much as 40% of the Polish population use private healthcare. Price of consultations in the private surgeries rose 10-15% in the last 3 months. Analysts say this is not the end and fees will rise by further 10% before the end of December. In spite of that queues in the surgeries remain long. PL10(art); 28/06 – Regional Court in Opole has overturned the decision of Kluczbork district council from 2004 about liquidation of local public hospital. Court has questioned the rights of local authorities to privatise the district's only healthcare unit. The ruling seems out of place as the new private owners have been successfully running the hospital for 4 years now. PL10(not); (4 days, 4 reports, the last on 28/06)
11/06 – EMIGRATION and shortage of medical staff. Heads of wards in the Solec hospital demand closure of the maternity ward for lack of staff. There is a need to employ 5 doctors but (dismissed) director of the hospital W. Zasacki is on medical leave. PL22(art); 

11/06 – POLISH transplantology and campaigns. Sejm has called Polish nation to approve organ transplants as the life-saving procedure. Text of the appeal was backed by all the MPs and consulted with specialists. GP14(not); 21/06 – Only 3% of transplanted kidneys are taken from living donors in Poland. By comparison, the figure for Norway is 45%. GW28-29(art); 26/06 – Nearly half of the MPs have agreed to donate their organs after death. This is the result of the blood and organ donation campaign “Krewniacy”, summed up during yesterday's parliamentary session. DK5(not); (4 days, 4 reports, the last on 26/06)

12/06 – THE RELIGA's tax. The tax is to disappear. Health Ministry is working to change the law. In the future, the cost of treating victims of car accidents will be charged to the party responsible for the accident or its insurer. DK-W1(art); 20/06 – The left want scrapping the tax. Anita Blochowiak, deputy head of parliamentary finance commission, says that current regulations have proved ineffective.  GP13(not); TR4(art); (2 days, 3 reports, the last on 20/06)

23/06 – THE CARDIOSURGEON Miroslaw G. Affair.  Rafal Rogalski, the lawyer representing families of deceased patients of Dr Miroslaw G, wants the surgeon to be tried for murder of not one, but two people. Mr Rogalski has supported his appeal with a private opinion of Zbigniew Religa, former heart minister and heart surgeon. RZP-A7(art); 30/06 – The surgeon is to resume his work tomorrow. He will head a ward in privately-owned St Rafael Hospital in Cracow and is expected to ensure the unit's success. GW5(art); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 30/06)

23/06 – BLOOD donation and shortages. A blood donation campaign supposed to amass stocks of blood for Warsaw hospitals will take place near the Palace of Culture and Science (PKiN) on Wednesday between 11:00 and 16:00. ZW4(art);

24/06 – THE CORHYDRONE affair. Lack of regulations caused confusion as to who should compensate pharmacies and hospitals for costs inflicted by withdrawal of the drug in 2006. Some pharmacies paid back money to the patients who returned their doses of the drug, losing some 200-500 PLN each. Hospitals suffered greater losses as their corhydron stockpiles were bigger. Prosecution in Jelenia Gora which investigates the affair has advised that any claims should be addressed  to Jelfa. RZP-C1(art);

30/06 – E-PHARMACIES. CEO of Domzdrowia.pl, the company about to debut on NewConnect, wants to make its pharmacy the most recognisable in the sector. Competitors, however, have the same goal – Cefarm24 (owned by Cefarm Bialystok) and DOZ (launched early this year by PGF) also have the ambition of leading the sector. In 2007 online sales of cosmetics and drugs amounted to 65 mln PLN, with the latter accounting for roughly a third of the sum. DocMorris, Europe's biggest online pharmacy with 2006 revenues of 170 mln €, was purchased in 2007 by Celesio for 350 mln €. Domzdrowia.pl has pledged to deliver drugs within 6 hours in the biggest cities. PKT5(art);
National Press Secondary Stories 

03/06 – Misc. hospital developments. Kielce – the City Council has agreed to sell 51-85% stake in Kielecki Hospital to its staff. GP13(not); 10/06 – Some 130 beds will become available in the maternity ward of Inflancka Hospital in two years time. ZW6(art); 11/06 – Solidarity unionists criticise plans of Czestochowa authorities to convert the Zespolony Szpital Miejski (local hospital) into a limited company, and say it is an example of a pathology restructuring (privatisation). GW6(art); TR5(not); 18/06 – Decisions over construction of Poludniowy Hospital in Warsaw will be made by the end of summer at the earliest. As City Hall has only commissioned study to find out what the profile of the unit should be, the actual construction is way from being launched. ZW3(art); Long-awaited subsidy deals have been signed with Warsaw's Praski and Inflancka hospitals. TR8(art); New maternity clinic has been opened in the Inflancka hospital. ZW4(art); Ewa Miklaszewska has replaced W. Zasadzki as the director of Warsaw's Solec Hospital. Mr Zasadzki was dismissed following conflicts with the unit's staff. Ms Miklaszewska worked as an chief accountant in one of Cracow hospitals. DKWarszawaIII(not); GWStoleczna6(art); 25/06 – Warsaw's City Development Authority is to invite today bids for construction of care centre for Alzheimer patients. DKWarszawaIV(not);
04/06 – Polish women use less hormone contraceptives than females in any other European country The situation is not necessarily caused by the women themselves shying away from the contraceptives, but by the gynaecologists who often refuse to prescribe such contraceptives (especially postinor used “72 hours afterwards”) on moral grounds, Gynaecologist is allowed to refuse to prescribe contraceptives, but is obliged to point to a colleague who will not decline  patient's request. DK10(art); TR5(art);

14/06 – European Union is to issue regulations on nanotechnology. Nanoparticles are already present in some 600 products (including drugs, paints and cosmetics), while their safety for human health is still being questioned. Rising concerns are pushing EU authorities to regulate. DK-W7(art);

17/06 – The number of infections with Yersinia bacillus in Poland in growing, alarm epidemiologists. The bacteria causes acute or chronic problems with the digestive system. DK9(art); Tens of cases of yersiniosis have been recorded this year. The bacteria usually attacks humans through raw meat and can lead to sepsa. In younger children, the usual symptom is diarrhoea, in older children and adults, symptoms resemble those of an inflammation of appendix. RZP-A6(art); ZW8(art); (2 days, 3 reports the last on 30/06)

20/06 – More and more cities in Poland vaccinate teenage girls against HPV virus.  DK12(art);

24/06 – Over 9 mln Poles suffer from rheumatoid conditions, shows data presented during w medical conference in Warsaw. Poland has the worst record in Europe in treating the condition. DK6(art); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 26/06) 

24/06 – Endometriosis. Thousands of women suffer from acute pain every month. The symptom could be eased, but since the condition is not considered as chronic by the NHF, it does not reimburse modern drugs against it. GW32(art);

26/06 – Treasury plans to complete privatisation of 5 state-owned spas (in Cracow, Kamien Pomorski, Wieniec-Zdroj, Przerzeczyn-Zdroj and Ustka), says deputy minister Joanna Schmid. All state spas require investing 1.3 bn PLN in total. PB7(not);  Polish spas need 1.3 bn PLN for investments and modernisation.  RZP-B7(art); (2 days, 4 reports, the last on 30/06)

26/06 – Polish drugs enjoy high demand in Kazakhstan. GP9(not);

Polish medical groups

02/06 – READ-GENE from Szczecin plans its debut on NewConnect. Cooperation with Pomerania Medical University's International Hereditary Cancer Centre provides the company with access to unique data. Private offering, currently under way, is to provide 6.5 mln PLN expected to be invested in the company's R&D facility including  labs, specialist surgery and chemotherapy ward. Profits are to be initially drawn from clinical trials for pharma businesses conducted on patients with a specific genetic profile. First such orders, worth 300,000-700,000 PLN, have already been made. Launching a website offering online sales of genetic tests is also planned. PKT8(art);

03/06 – GALEN-SZPITAL is to debut on NewConnect. PKT10(not);

05/06 – FAMED is not giving up raising its capital and plans of 100 mln PLN investments in spite of failed IPO in April. A big investor is to give Famed a hand – the company is negotiating with a few funds over selling a large (perhaps even 50%) stake, hoping to raise 60-70 mln PLN. PB12(art);

06/06 – PZ CORMAY, the maker of reagents and medical equipment distributor, plans to raise 40 mln PLN from a share issue to finance production of the needed machinery. Bookbuilding for 10 mln shares will continue from June 30 to July 3. PKT9(not); 19/06 – The sum expected from the IPO is to be spent on introducing hematology equipment into the Polish market and increasing the group's share from 3.3% to 10%. Bookbuilding will continue until June 30. PKT9(art); 23/06 – Bookbuilding for 10 mln shares begins on Wednesday, with the range of proposed share price widened from initial 3-4 PLN to 2.6-4 PLN. The company expects the floating to fetch up to 40 mln PLN. In 2006 revenues reached over 32.5 mln PLN, while sales – estimated to have reached 29.9 mln PLN – are forecast to advance to 31.5 mln PLN in 2008. Net profitability in 2007 and 2008 is estimated at 5-6%. PKT6(art); 23/06 – The main goal of the planned rise of capital by the company operating in the field of in vitro diagnostics is raising funds for acquisition of a fellow Swiss IVD business. The most likely target is Orphee, whose hematology diagnostics equipment has been distributed in Poland by Cormay for several years. The biggest IVD businesses tend to combine production of equipment and reagents. In its prospectus, the Polish company stated it intends to spend 14-23.4 mln PLN on the acquisition, with 51% stake to be initially taken. PKT5(art); 28/06 – PZ Cormay will offer its shares in an IPO at 2.60 PLN, the low-end of the proposed range. Therefore it can rise not more then 26 mln PLN.  PKT8(not); 30/06 – An open meeting with the management has been scheduled for July 1. PB12(advert); (6 days, 9 reports, the last on 30/06)
14/06 – PANI Teresa Medica. The company's new dye plant will go on steam next week. It should achieve full productivity in July. PKT7(not); 24/06 – Last week's launch of  new dye plant was a success. PKT5(not); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 24/06)

20/06 – HTL-STREFA plans to float 399,900 of shares. PKT2(not); 27/06 – During yesterday's EGM shareholders supported the merger with Haemedic Polska through its takeover and without any capital increase. The company announced the 4.3 mln PLN acquisition deal in April. PB12(not); (3 days, 3 reports, the last on 28/06)

23/06 – ENEL-MED'S CEO Adam Rozwadowski is ready to sell controlling state in the company as it needs extra cash injection to strengthen the position of the group in the oncoming consolidation. Although willing to cede 51% stake, he does not want however to sell the company altogether. About 120 mln PLN is needed to launch a hospital in the south of Warsaw. Mr Rozwadowski clearly prefers an offer from an insurer then from a fund. PB4(art);

20/06 – MEDICOVER. Clients who decide to purchase the health insurance cover newly introduced by PZU Zycie, will not be guaranteed the possibility of receiving treatments in Medicover's Warsaw hospital (currently under construction). Such solution was hinted by PZU's deputy CEO Piotr Kuszewski who also said talks between the groups were initiated by Medicover, but PZU later denied holding any talks with Medicover. PKT11(art); 24/06 – Interview with Medicover's CEO. GP(art); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 24/06)

26/06 – MAGELLAN. Jacek Kaczmarek, currently board member of Sanitec Kolo, has been appointed to the supervisory board. PKT11(not);
Polish pharma groups

02/06 – FARMACOL. The management has accepted the plan of 80 mln PLN buyback for write-off. Up to 10% of shares are to be bought back. PB8(not);

02/06 – MABION is to debut on NewConnect in autumn and hopes to raise 20 mln PLN. The offering will be made to less than 100 investors. The company was created last year by Celon Pharma, IBSS Biomed, Polfarmex and Genexo and two R&D businesses – BioCentrum and Biotech Consulting. Mabion has come up with its own technology of developing antibodies used in treating breast cancer and lymphoma and plans to create two drugs upon them. Annual income of all Polish biotech companies totals ca. 100 mln $. RZP-B8(art); 13/06 – New shares from the IPO will go to qualified investors. Mabion wants to raise 15-20 mln PLN for further trials of its two drugs and for investments leading to their semi-industrial manufacturing. The drugs, which are based on human monoclonal antibodies, could reach the market in 4 years time. Mabion says to have a technology advantage over competition. Its innovative technology allows production of these drugs 30-40% cheaper than with traditional methods. PKT6(art); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 13/06)

04/06 – BIOTON. The group wants to increase domestic sales of insulin and increase its share in the market. Currently it ranks second with 25-30% with Novo Nordisk holding the leader's position and controlling ca. 50% of the insulin market estimated at nearly 0.5 bn PLN. In April Bioton sold less than 100,000 dose but plans to sell 1.1 mln in full 2008. “Prodilab”, a newly launched diabetes care programme aimed at increasing the role of pharmacists in diabetes diagnosing and prophylactics, is hoped to boost sales. It is estimated that some 2.4 mln Poles are affected by the disease, but only 1.7 mln are aware of this. PKT8(art); 16/06 – Bioton has one of the most modestly paid boards among the WIG20 index listed companies. The board of company earned in 2007 only 1.49 mln PLN including 0.59 mln of its CEO Adam Wilczega. PB11(art); Bioton's subsidiary (HSBBC) Biopharmaceutical Company Ltd. is not only to produce insulin in China but also to take over sales and distribution from Bioton's partner Hefai Life & Science. Bioton estimates that with new agreement the income of its subsidiary will rise 150% to at least 20 mln $. HSBBC will distribute all the insulin produced by Hefai L&S, and also other drugs awaiting registration (growth hormone or Interferon Beta). Analysts estimate China's insulin market will reach 1 bn $ in 2011. PKT6(art); 17/06 – The group has withdrawn from the tenancy deal of blood plasma plant (LFO) in Mielec (Podkarpackie region), signed in February 2007. Bioton was to lease LFO for ten years and pay 80,000 per annum to its official receiver. However, it has been judged that launching production in the facility will be impossible. PB11(not); 19/06 – Shares have fallen 69% since mid-June 2007, reflecting investors' disappointment with the results, over-optimistic foreign expansion forecasts and the risk of replacing human insulin with a substitute. PB26(art); (4 days, 6 reports, the last on 19/06)

04/06 – NEPENTES'S management has recommended spending 4 mln of the 13 mln PLN overall 2007 profits on dividends. The dividend per share would amount to 0.25 PLN. PKT8(not); 12/06 – Nepentes increased sales in the first quarter by  59% and initiated group's reorganisation (consolidation). Commercial units of the group in Poland and abroad (Bulgaria, Romania, Lithuania) as well as its subsidiaries in Czech Rep and Slovakia will report directly to Nepentes headquarters along with the production and logistics units. Ukraine is to become soon strategic market for the group. Shares keep rising against general market trend. PB24(art); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 12/06)

09/06 – PGF (which so far was regularly paying dividends) plans to spend its profits this year on a buyback programme. AGM is to vote the plan on June 10. The group wants to spend 40 mln on the programme. The board of PGF and analysts expect two-digit net profit growth this year. PKT7(art); 25/06 – The management has approved the buyback programme. Under the scheme that starts today, 10% of shares are to be bought back for write-off, with up to 49 mln PLN assigned for the purpose. Buyback will continue until 31 May 2009. If it does not consume the entire earmarked sum, remaining money may be spent on dividends. PB6(not); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 25/06)

13/06 – POLFA PABIANICE. Supervision board has announced qualification-contest for the group's CEO and for a member of the board. RZP-C3(art); 

16/06 – TORFARM's AGM decided to pay 2007 dividend of 1.48 PLN per share. That makes 5.8 mln PLN of the 14.6 mln net profit. In 2006 Torfarm paid in dividend 4.85 mln PLN. PB11(not);  

19/06 – POLFA WARSZAWA. Iinterview with Julita Kalinowska, chief quality officer. RZPdod.spec.”Jakosc-normalizacja-certyfikacja”III(art); 20/06 – Supervision board has announced qualification contest for the group's CEO and for a member of the board. Deadline for submitting applications has bees set on June 30. RZP-C3(advert); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 20/06)

21/06 – PHARMENA is likely to debut on NewConnect in July. Recent private share issue was fully acquired by some financial institutions, but not by PGF which controls 47% stake in Pharmena. Raised capital is to finance Pharmena North America subsidiary, which is running research on an innovation drug against arteriosclerosis. PNA is to launch the drug in the US market in 2010, while Pharmena Poland will have the exclusive right for marketing it in Europe and Japan. PKT4(art); 23/06 – Having raised over a dozen million PLN from the private issue, Pharmena plans to raise extra cash from NewConnect flotation to be spent largely on marketing activities in Poland and increasing capitalisation of Pharmena's US subsidiary Cortria which is running research on arteriosclerosis treatment. Pharmena Poland has 17.9% stake in the US company – remaining shares are owned by private equity funds. PB6(not); 30/06 – The US spin-off, launched in 2005 and currently with 17% stake controlled by the mother company, is running clinical trials of an arteriosclerosis treatment in the US and Canada. The trials are to be completed in 2009. If successful, the drug would be the first one to be developed in Poland and approved in the US. Pharmena plans to have 8-10% share in the global market of cholesterol drugs, worth 40 bn $. Prof. Jerzy Glebicki, the company's founder, owns 21% stake. PL15(art); (3 days, 3 reports, the last on 30/06)

23/06 – POLSKI LEK. ComPress agency will manage PR campaigns of “Plussz Jod” and “Novita” – products of the maker of innovative OTC drugs. PB19(not);

25/06 – CEFARM Bialystok, the supplier of a third of medicines in the Podlaskie region, is to be privatised soon. PGF and Farmacol have announced they will bid for the company. Over past few months the number of Cefarm's retail outlets increased to 54 as the company took over the most popular local pharmacy chain (no name was given). Cefarm has also embarked on construction of a modern distribution centre near Bialystok at the cost of 20-30 mln PLN. The centre is to be launched in mid-2009. PB13(art);

25/06 – PROSPER. Vienna Capital Partners was chosen to advise Propser. It has prepared an offer to sell the company to one of selected investors. The deal could be concluded in the second half of 2008. Prosper has a 10% share in the Polish wholesale market, estimated at 17 bn PLN. The company's position is noticeably weaker than that of other listed wholesalers. First-quarter revenues reached 493 mln PLN, marking a 7% drop from last year, while other domestic peers enjoy growths. There is also an issue of considerable debt. RZP-B4(art);

27/06 – DOM ZDROWIA. The e-pharmacy, bound to float on NewConnect, has just finished its private issue. The company raised 1.5 mln PLN, which is some way short of the planned 2 mln PLN, but still enough for planned investments.  Revenues in 2008 are expected to reach ca. 8 mln PLN. PKT9(art);

minor scandals 

03/06 – The first appellation hearing in the case of “skin hunters” (the scandal involving tacit agreements between ambulance teams and funeral companies) was held yesterday in Lodz Appellate Court. TR4(art); GW6(art); In Copernicus Regional Hospital relatives of deceased patients are directed to only one specific undertaker. Associations of funeral parlours warn that another scandal is about to erupt. PL3,12(art); 10/06 – Appellate Court has sustained the sentences for four people involved in the scandal in Lodz. RZP-A6(not); PL11(not); GW4(art); DK10(art); TR4(art);

11/06 – Investigation into the corhydron affair may prove costly for the taxpayers because of the prosecution's lack of imagination and knowledge of the pharma law. Compensation which the state would have to pay for prosecutors' incompetence could be high. DK4(art);

25/06 – Wojnarowski family demand 1,100 PLN pensions and 200,000 PLN damages for their disabled children after being refused prenatal tests by hospital in Lomza. The hospital refused to examine the pregnant woman although the first child had been born with a serious genetic defect. GW7(art);

28/06 – Charges against 89 experienced nurses have been brought to court in Glubczyce (Opole region). They are accused of making false testimony and forging documents on a compulsory hospital training. GW7(art);

28/06 – Thousands of illegal drugs and diet supplements, some of them expired, some not registered in Poland, were confiscated by the police in a private surgery of a doctor from Mongolia. TR5(not);

drugs

02/06 – MAXIGRA. Polpharma sold 18,096 copies of its erectile dysfunction treatment, compared to 7927 copies of Pfizer's Viagra. This marks 43% fall of Viagra sales compared to the same period of 2007. Sales of other foreign ED treatments in Poland fell too – Levitra (Bayer) –26% and Cialis (Eli Icos) –9%. Maxigra's success can be attributed to its price. Last year's merger of Polpharma and Gedeon Richter opens up new possibilities for the drug to expand to other European markets. Sales of ED treatment's in 2007 in Poland amounted to 41 mln PLN.  PB13(art);

03/06 – A MALARIA vaccine developed by Swiss scientists has successfully made it through human clinical trials – its approval is expected in 2014. ZW10(not);

04/06 – AN EXPERIMENTAL glioblastoma vaccine developed by Avant Immunotherapeutics Inc. (US) doubles the patients' life expectancy to 33 months. RZP-A25(art);

21/06 – Wholesalers and pharmacies run short of a popular GSK's IPV+HIB combined vaccine (incl. polio), compulsory for 1.5-year-old babies. The group confirms having problems with supplies, but assures the problem will be solved within days. The vaccine is available without any problem in private clinics. PL28(art);

26/06 – ACOMPLIA. The drug supporting losing weight, easing hypertension and lowering cholesterol levels can cause depression and even lead to suicide. Despite these dangers, UK's NHS has approved the drug containing  rimonabant. In other EU countries including Poland the drug is available under the Acomplia brand. It is used in 56 countries around the world. In the UK, 5 patients treated with the drug died – one of the deaths was a suicide. PL10(art);

health campaigns

14/06 – Polish Association for Research on Cancer is to organise summer lectures in oncology for the residents of Warsaw.  ZW6(art);

opinion polls

26/06 – A poll by SMG/KRC commissioned by Money.pl has shown that 60% of Poles, given the choice, would pay for specific treatments when necessary rather than agree to increased health premium. Interview with R, Gwiazdowski, an expert from Adam Smith Centre. RZP-B4(art); DK1,7(art); 

National Less Relevant 

03/06 – Six people have died in China after being administered human antibodies through an injection. Distribution of the drug has been banned and inquiry was launched. RZP-A21(not);

03/06 – The first of the patients infected with hepatitis in dialysis station in Ostrow Wielkopolski has successfully undergone kidney transplant. Others still await the operation. PL7(not);

04/06 – Czech government decided yesterday on free treatments for all children below 6. GW11(art);

05/06 – Private businesses will be allowed for the first time to run public healthcare units in the UK. According to Ben Bershaw, the British health minister, private sector is expected to bring more competition into the healthcare, thus improving the quality of services. PB12(not);

05/06 – A virulent strand of Staphylococcus aurelis has claimed 24 more lives in the US. The microbe's ability to spread is increasing. Average age of the victims who succumbed to the bacteria in 2006-07 was 16. RZP-A23(art);

10/06 – Foundation of the Wielka Orkiestra Swiatecznej Pomocy has trained over 9000 teachers within the programme “Save life and teach to save” GP13(not);

12/06 – Prosecution in Italy suspects that some 20 patients of the St. Rita clinic were killed through unnecessary but complicated surgeries, made by doctors only to wheedle money from the national health fund. GW10(art); TR7(art); RZP-A15(art); ZW9(art);

17/06 – Some 15,000 surgeries across Austria were closed on Monday as doctors protested against planned healthcare reforms. ZW8(not);

19/06 – Contests for EU funds within Mazowsze region's operational programme (also embracing the healthcare) will start on June 30, with a pool of 800 mln PLN available for grants. GP4(not);

23/06 – A few hundred employees of Sanepid picketed in front of Health Ministry, demanding pay rises. GP15(not);

25/06 – Problems in the French healthcare. In big cities' hospitals beds are kept even in the corridors, and it takes not just a few days to wait for an operation like it used to, but a few weeks. On the other hand, hospitals in the provinces have a lot spare capacity. Mismanagement, shortages of doctors and increasing number of elderly patients requiring care are responsible for  the situation. GW12(art);

26/06 – Free European health insurance card does not guarantee all treatments – it is advised to have an insurance cover too. DK”FinanseNaWakacje”6(art);

28/06 – Russia has introduced zero-rate customs tariffs for industrial machinery used to produce medical equipment. RZP-C2(not);
interviews  with experts or activists  (not with company officials) 

03/06 – Interview with A. Kozierkiewicz, former head of National Association of Private Healthcare Employers, covering the issue of private insurers entering the market. PL13(art);

04/06 – Interview with Dr Anna Cybulska, a gastroenterologist and head of internal ward of St Anna Hospital in Warsaw, about diseases of the digestive system and ways of preventing them. GW20(art);

04/06 – Interview with Krzysztof Krajewski Siuda, a healthcare expert in Sobieski Institute, about splitting the NHF and its impact on the situation of patients. GP18(art);

05/06 – Interview with Dr G. Lubinski, an expert from Batory Foundation, on corruption in the healthcare. PL7(art);

05/06 – Zbigniew Religa claims that greater spending on diabetes research and treatments is necessary to address the poor situation of the patients affected by the disease. Queues for cancer operations must be also shortened, argues the professor. Currently it takes three months from diagnosis to actual treatment, mostly due to limited number of contracted procedures. GP13(not);

09/06 – Interview with health minister Ewa Kopacz. About recent move to reduce debts of the hospitals and their transformation into companies. Also about the stance of President Kaczynski. GW9(art);

09/06 – Interview with Prof. W. Sanetra, head of The Chamber of Labour, Social Security and Public Affairs of the Supreme Court, in which he comments on recent hearings, where doctors were losing lawsuits demanding pay for their overtime. Also about vital question – are doctors entitled to both the pay and free time for their overtime accumulated in previous years? RZP-C4(art);

12/06 – Interview with M. Wojcik – expert from the Union of Polish Districts (powiat) who says that 10 bn PLN in new credits for local authorities would be better than 3 bn PLN for direct debt repayment. RZP-A10(art);

19/06 – Interview with the health minister – Ms Kopacz claims she is struggling to compensate for the negligence of her predecessors, adding that no one before ever tried to make a bold approach towards reforming the system, choosing to make minor improvements instead (e.g. the Religa's bill). DK7(art);

25/06 – Interview with James D. Watson, the 80-years-old legend of biology and co-discoverer of DNA. GW13(art); 

26/06 – Interview with Dr M. Pasowicz, director of Cracow's John Paul II Specialist Hospital. GP”ForumBiznesu”1(art);

26/06 – Interview with B. Arlukowicz (SdPL), a member of parliamentary health committee, on governmental proposals to the draft regulating privatisation of hospitals, and the draft law on ZOZ units. TR2(art);

Polish Press Notes on Foreign Pharma Companies

02/06 – RECORDATI, Italy's biggest pharma group that lost a battle with Ivax for acquisition of Polfa Kutno in 2004, is back looking for new purchases in Poland, Turkey or the Baltic states. In March the Italian group took over FIC and FIC Medical of Russia to boost its presence in the country. Recordati is primarily interested in medium-sized businesses.  PB12(not);

02/06 – JOHNSON&JOHNSON. Interview with z Jirzi Pavlicek, outgoing head of the group's Polish branch, on several subjects including fees for medical consultations in Czech Republic, obstacles in tenders for medical equipment in both countries and J&J's plans for the Polish market. RZP-B16(art); 19/06 – The company is suspected of bribing nurses, doctors and the then director of hospital in Skarzysko-Kamienna and now former deputy health minister. GW11(art); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 19/06)

03/06 – ROCHE'S stocks rose as data has shown its Avastin helps prolong life of the patients. PKT25(not);

03/06 – IMCLONE SYSTEMS. Shares fell following the company's announcement of failed attempt to expand the range of conditions addressed by one of its drugs. PB27(not);

05/06 – SANITAS. Board of the Lithuanian company is considering selling its stake. The group has several shareholders, with Invalda investment fund, and related business Finasta, holding 30% of the shares. Citigroup Venture Capital International Jersey Limited and Hansabank Clients hold 17% each. Sanitas's most important asset is Jelfa whose 2007 revenues reached 300 mln PLN, or 85% of the whole group's revenues which includes also the mother plant in Vilnius and  Hoechst-Biotika, a Slovak generic maker. Acquisition of Jelfa in 2006 cost Sanitas 630 mln PLN. If tenders were invited, Indian companies and Recordati of Italy could be among likely bidders. RZP-B1(art); 06/06 – Before any transaction is made, the group needs to sort out internal affairs as payment dispute in Jelfa has been continuing since last December. Upon Jelfa's purchase, Sanitas agreed to annual inflation-adjusted pay rises that would depend on the profits. Due to the corhydrone affair, there were no pay rises over the past two years. Once the company's profits began to rebound, trade unions have started to press for 10% rises that would cost 2.8 mln PLN a year. No consensus was reached during pay negotiations last Wednesday – next round of the talks is scheduled for next week. RZP-B7(art); 10/06 – Sanitas might end up in hands of Recordati. According to Lithuanian daily “Lietuvos Rytas” the Italians are ready to pay 500 mln €.   PKT10(not); (3 days, 3 repors, the last on 10/06)

09/06 – MERCK. First lawsuits against Merck over Vioxx start in Poland. Court in Lublin will deal with a case of 80-years-old man suing Merck Sharp&Dohme for 2 mln PLN compensation. Merck has reached off court agreements with many patients in the US for the value of 4.85 bn $. Vioxx painkiller used mostly in treating rheumatoid arthritis was on sale in Poland since 1999. PL3(art); 

09/06 – SONY wants to spread into medical sector. DK-W8(art);

18/06 – ZENTIVA. PPF, a Czech financial group, might raise its May bid offer of 36.2 bn kcs (2.3 bn $). PKT16(not); 19/06 – Sanofi-Aventis has joined the bidders, offering 30 bn kcs (1.96 bn $) and thus beating PPF's bid. PKT14(art); 21/06 – Zentiva's board has recommended to reject the bid by Anthiarose from PPF group, and restrained from commenting a rival offer by Sanofi-Aventis. AGM of Zentiva will discuss both proposals on 09 July. PKT13(art); (3 days, 3 reports, the last on 21/06)

18/06 – US PHARMACIA. Drug advertisements must not provide misleading and inaccurate information, reads the ruling by Regional Administrative Court in Warsaw, thus finding the group guilty of breaching the regulations with the advertisement of its Stoperan drug. RZP-C1(art);

19/06 – PFIZER has struck an agreement with Ranbaxy Laboratories, under which cholesterol pills manufactured by the Indian group and based on Pfizer's propriety drug (Lipitor) will not be marketed in the US until November 2011. PKT2(not);

25/06 – NOVO NORDISK.  Stocks of the world's biggest insulin supplier gained 2.5% following product approval in the US market.  PKT25(not);

21/06 – GLAXOSMITHKLINE. Wholesalers and pharmacies run short of a popular GSK's IPV+HIB combined vaccine (incl. polio), compulsory for 1.5-year-old babies. The vaccine is available without any problem in private clinics. PL28(art); 30/06 – Interview with M. Frydrych – chief HR manager of GSK. The Best Employer of 2007 title that the group was awarded is the result of not just GSK's position on the market. It is primarily the culture of corporate organisation and good human relations, claims Mr Frydrych. GP”PrzegladGospPlus”3(art); (2 days, 2 reports, the last on 30/06)

Notes; 

BRACKETS  – Information contained in the brackets at the end of each note  does not relate to the note  but to the overall number of reports on that story in the press. It says for how many days the press was attracted to the story, how many articles the press has made on that story and when was the last one. To stay short - each note ends with abbreviation for  just one paper (for reference). Usually more daily papers wrote about that story and that is counted  in the  brackets.  In the brackets –  several articles in a daily paper on the same day and relating the same story count as 1 press-report. 

EXAMPLE:

In a daily InfOfax  on 16/06 it was:

HEALTH minister said – “Yes”. RZP-A1,B3 (blok); PKT3(not); GW1,3,16(blok);  DK6(art); 

It transfers in the Monthly Review to :

16/06 - HEALTH minister said – “Yes”. DK6(art);  (1 day, 4 reports, the last on  16/06) 

Abbreviations; 

RZP – Rzeczpospolita; GW – Gazeta Wyborcza; TR – Trybuna; ZW – Życie Warszawy; PB – Puls Biznesu, PKT – Parkiet, GP – Gazeta Prawna; DK – Dziennik;  FT – Finacial Times 

(not) a note, few sentences or part of a larger article on a different issue; (art) an article, tens of sentences on the   subject;   (fel)  long article, several columns ; (blok) block of articles on one subject; (kw) own comment 
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